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The Tanana Chiefs Conference brought 
together 35 tribal members for a confer-
ence on the After School Language and 
Culture Activities Conference on March 1, 
in Fairbanks.

The tribal leaders from Interior Alaska 
are in the second year of a grant to provide 
after-school language and cultural activities. 
Some of the amazing activities include:

Arctic Village: Students were taken 
out caribou hunting. The students learned 
how to cut up the caribou and practiced 
naming the different parts in Gwich’in. 
They also learned which bones to use to 
make traditional tools.  

Holy Cross: Students set a trapline for 
marten.

Koyukuk: Students just finished mak-
ing canvas boots (kkaakene).

Fort Yukon: Students did a family tree 
with elders and have begun documenting 
the elders’ stories. They also learned fid-
dling and Indian games.

Several villages are planning springtime 
activities, which include winter survival 

camps, springtime games, snowshoeing, 
trapping and singing traditional songs.

I led the participants through a short 
immersion session about family and greet-
ings. After the session, the participants 
stated that using games, gestures, rep-
etition, competition, challenge and symbols 
helped them to learn the phrases. I pushed 
them further than their limits so they could 
feel empathy for their students who are 
learning. 

On Thursday evenings Denaakk’e 
(Koyukon Athabascan) classes are held at 
Yukon-Koyukuk School District offices in 
Fairbanks and Huslia.  About 18 people 
from four generations attended Thursday 
over video-conference. At the end of class, 
I demonstrated how MP3 sound files can 
be imported into iTunes then synced with 
iPads or iPods. The students demonstrated 
these to their parents and grandparents. 

Interior tribal leaders help promote 
language with after-school programs

Closet 
Collections 

451-7766 

Cleaning your closets?

Call for FREE
Pick-up!

Got gently-used fabric 
items and clothing? 

 18391340-3-24-12

 •  A Preschool & Kindergarten
 for ages 3–6

 •  Licensed • Creative Curriculum
 •  Full-Time, Extended Day and 

 Part-Time Available
 •  Daily Movement Exploration at 

 Gymnastics Inc.
 •  Weekly Gymnastics Class at 

 Gymnastics Inc.
 •  Certified Teacher per 

 Classroom
 •  Computers • Arts and Crafts
 For more information call

 Gymnastics Inc.
 456-2263 456-2263
 3411 Lathrop St.
 near Van Horn Road

 PRESCHOOL/KINDERGARTEN

 B RIGHT   B RIGHT  
 B EGINNINGS B EGINNINGS

 L EARNING  C ENTER L EARNING  C ENTER

 57390643-3-31-12

 810 Barnette St.
 Fairbanks AK 99701

 View listings at 
 www.WesMadden.com 
 info@wesmadden.com

 452-3000  T
H

E  WOODWAY
 Warming the heart of Alaska since  1 9 78  Open: Weekdays 9-6

 Saturday 9-5

 12393372-3-3-12

 Introducing 
 Canada’s
 #1 Stove

 to Alaska

 On College Road next to the Farmers Market  •  452-4002  •  www.thewoodway.com

 L O C A L LY  O W N E D

 Split, Stack,
 Store & Save!

 PO20900178

 For assistance or questions, contact Donna Gardino at 459-6786 
 or email djgardino@ci.fairbanks.ak.us. For a TEXT phone dial 459-6718

 TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING
 Wednesday, Mar. 7, 2012 • 12:00 p.m.
 Fairbanks City Hall, 800 Cushman Street

 2nd Floor, Council Chambers

 Working together to achieve safe and efficient 
 multi-modal transportation solutions.

 17393724 3-7-12 THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME TO ATTEND

 The FMATS public hearing requirements agree to use the TIP development process to satisfy the public  hearing 
 requirements of Section 5307(c). The public notice of public involvement activities and time establi shed for 

 public review and comment on the TIP will satisfy the program-of-projects requirements of the Urbani zed Area 
 Formula Program. See 23 C.F.R. Part 450 and 49 C.F.R. Part 613 (specifically Subpart B, “Statewide 

 Transportation Planning,” and Subpart C, “Metropolitan Transportation Planning and Programming”).
 The public involvement process is described at 23 C.F.R. Section 450.316(b).

 MAIN AGENDA ITEMS

 “Working together to achieve safe and 
 efficient multi-modal transportation solutions”

 •  FMATS Art Selection Advisory Committee Update
 •  Illinois Street Reconstruction Update
 •  MTP Performance Measure Analysis
 •  Goals and Objectives for NMTP
 •  Administrative Support
 •  Wendell Avenue Bridge Project Discussion
 •  Airport Way Preventative Maintenance Discussion
 •  Wembley/Danby Intersection Discussion
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 250 3rd St. • 456-4444
 Gift Certificates 

 Available

 avoras G G
 Wild Horse 
 Pinot Noir

 Wines of 
 the Week

 $22 9 9

 11391111-3-31-12

 De l l i e  B .  Dick in s on ,  LPC De l l i e  B .  Dick in s on ,  LPC
 Licensed Professional Counselor

 Over 15 Years' Experience
 Now Accepting New Clients

 delliedickinson@yahoo.com • 1716 University Avenue

 460-2166 460-2166
 individual, marital, family, relationships,  individual, marital, family, relationships, 

 stress, depression, women's issues stress, depression, women's issues

 1707 Kiana Street
 STUNNING 5 *  RANCH 
 w/ first class amenities 
 to include granite 
 counters, radiant heat 
 floor, tile, stainless steel 
 appliances, vaulted 
 ceiling, large pantry/ 
 laundry rm., public 
 utilities & exquisite mst. 
 suite!  A must see @ 
 $375,000 Add. lot avail!

 Sno Shu Inn,  
 8837 Rich HWY

 (liquor license could be 
 sold separately!)

 All Alaskan bar and pool 
 hall  complete  w/  full

 service liquor license and 
 inventory  @ $270,000 !

 1554 Suncha Circle
 Lovely established home 
 in Aurora Sub. Large 3/
 2.5/2 gar. Open living & 
 family rm. Beautiful 
 private yard w/lots of 
 storage and plenty of 
 parking! REDUCED, 
 $239,000!

 715 Nordale Rd
 Just completed, 3 
 secluded dry cabins with 
 toyo stoves ready for 
 occupancy on 4.77 acres! 
 Large spruce and birch 
 trees with plenty of room 
 to build your dream house 
 while collecting rent! 
 $126,000

 Staged to Sell! Staged to Sell! Staged to Sell!

 STEPOVICH REALTY
    378-4646
 www.stepovichrealty.com
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 18392717-3-31-12

 Glacier Point
 Pumping & Thawing, LLC

 Call  455-7685

 Pipe and sewer thawing season will soon be here. Pipe and sewer thawing season will soon be here. Pipe and sewer thawing season will soon be here.

 Reasonable Reasonable Reasonable
 Rates & Dependable Service! Rates & Dependable Service! Rates & Dependable Service!

 13394006-3-31-12

 300 Old Steese Highway in Northgate Square
 Hours: M-F 10 to 6 • Sat 10 to 5

 www.blueribbonsewing.com • 474-4739

 Stop by for the
 Spring Class Schedule!
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 901 Cushman St .
 374-3181

 www.ssalonstyle.com
 Open Tues - Sat or by Appointment

 Professional
 Hair Stylists

 Experience Hair & Art
 In a Whole New Way!

 Professionally
 Trained Staff

 Join us for
 First Friday every month!

OUR TOWN

ATHABASCAN
word of the week

Courtesy Susan Paskvan

The Noolaaghe Doh Singers perform at the TCC After School Language and Culture 
Activities Conference at the Fairbanks Princess Riverside Lodge. Maurice McGinty 
said memorial songs aren’t usually sung for entertainment, but he recognizes that 
the singing has been beneficial because the songs are being learned, and it is a 
positive activity for the youth. Paul Mountain, tribal administrator, said that the prac-
tice sessions keep expanding, and were recently attended by about 40 people.

A record run in Iron Dog
Holding a bottle of champagne in one 

hand and his 3 1/2-year-old daughter, Asa, 
in the other, Marc McKenna tipped the 

bottle up, took a big swig 
and then shook it up and 
sprayed family and friends 
who had surrounded him in 
the Iron Dog finish chute.

Next to McKenna, 
racing partner Dusty 

Van Meter was being interviewed by an 
Anchorage television station as his 9-
yearold son, Brayden, sat next to him on 
his still-smoking Ski-Doo.

Queen’s “We Are The Champions” 
blared from speakers sitting on top of an 
RV parked on the Chena River.

To the Iron Dog victors go the spoils.
McKenna, of Anchorage, and Van Meter, 

of Kasilof, cruised to a record-breaking vic-
tory in the Iron Dog on Saturday, captur-
ing bragging rights to what is billed as the 
world’s toughest snowmachine race.

A hometown Oscar win
Word of a hometown Oscar winner 

spread fast but not too fast from Holly-
wood, Calif., to Delta Junc-
tion Sunday night.

Although his son Ben 
Grossmann was being 
honored for groundbreak-
ing work in visual effects 
in the film “Hugo,” Ben’s 

father, Bruce, watched the awards cer-
emony on a fairly primitive platform, 
a TV with “rabbit ears” antenna that 
inconsistently picks up the channel that 
broadcast the awards.

Bruce Grossmann watched the awards 
ceremony while talking with his father in 
Wisconsin who also was watching on TV. 
Grosmann noticed there was a 45-second 
lag between Wisconsin and Delta Junc-
tion, so presenters Ben Stiller and Emma 
Stone were still on screen announcing the 
nominees when Grossmann heard his son 
was among four winners for “Hugo.”

He trained his camera at the TV to 
capture a snapshot. “His whole life has 
been hard work, attempting tough things, 
never passing things up,” Bruce Gross-
mann said.

Charges in beagle theft
A North Pole woman has been charged 

with theft for allegedly smuggling a dog 
out a window of the Fair-
banks North Star Borough 
Animal Shelter to avoid 
paying adoption fees for 
the animal.

Lindsay LaLonde, 35, 
was charged last week 

with one count of misdemeanor theft and 
two counts of contributing to the delin-
quency of a minor, the crime of recruiting 
children to participate in lawbreaking 
activity.

According to a criminal complaint 
against LaLonde, shelter staff saw 
LaLonde come into the shelter and pass 
a beagle out the window to her daughter 
outside the building. Another daughter 
stood inside with LaLonde.

The incident was captured by a secu-
rity camera.

Soldier wants beagle back
Before his adventures at the animal 

shelter, where he was sto-
len, recovered and later 
adopted, Freddy the dog 
had another life, according 
to friends of the beagle who 
came forward Tuesday.

The friends are cam-
paigning to convince the Fairbanks North 
Star Borough Animal Shelter or Freddy’s 
adopted owner to give Freddy back. The 
animal shelter has held firm to its policy 
of not identifying owners of adopted pets 
because an exception could discourage 
others from adopting.

Friends say Freddy was the dog of Fort 
Wainwright soldier Sgt. Wayde Rozniews-
ki for about five years. Pictures from this 
period on a Facebook page for Freddy 
show the beagle wearing sunglasses and 
an Army hat and playing catch with a 
flip-flop. Freddy waited for Rozniewski to 
come back from one oversees deployment.

University Ave. repaving
The state will repave a 1.9-mile stretch 

of University Avenue this 
summer even though it 
will have to rip up a por-
tion of the same road for a 
planned major reconstruc-
tion in three years. Accord-
ing to Meadow Bailey, 

information officer for the Alaska Depart-
ment of Transportation and Public Facili-
ties, the resurfacing must be done soon to 
prevent further deterioration of the road. 
“The ruts have worn through the asphalt 
and are wearing into to the subsurface of 
the road. It’s in such poor condition that 
we just don’t want to wait any longer,” 
Bailey said.

The DOT plans to start the estimated 
$2 million to $3 million repaving project 
in late May or early June, though a pre-
cise start date has not been set. The work 
involves planing, repaving and paint-
striping University Avenue from the 
railroad tracks to the Mitchell Express-
way. The work will be done at night to 
minimize traffic disruption, according to 
Bailey.

Captain in kickback case
A Fort Wainwright officer has pleaded 

guilty to accepting bribes — including 
cash, necklaces, art and 
a sword — from an Iraqi 
contractor while working 
as an Army pay agent in 
Baghdad.

Capt. Michael George 
Rutecki, a member of the 

6th Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment, 
accepted the bribes both before and while 
he was stationed at Fort Wainwright, 
according to a charging document and 
signed plea agreement filed Tuesday in 
U.S. District Court in Alaska.

Prosecutors say the contractor, Nibras 
Talib, with the Baghdad company Nibras 
Group, gave Rutecki cash and gifts in 
exchange for a contract for a generator 
and a school.

The bribes took place between March 
2008 and December 2011.
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OUR TOWN
the week in review

Phrases:
Eenaa’e ____ be’ooze’. 

My mom’s name is ________.

Eetaa’e ____ be’ooze’. 
My dad’s name is ________.

Sode kkaa ___ ye? ___ ye? heelaanh. 
My older sister’s are __ and ___.

 
The Athabascan Word of the Week appears is provided by Susan “K’etsoo” Paskvan of Yukon-Koyukuk 

School District. She is originally from the village of Koyukuk on the Yukon River in Interior Alaska. She is 
Tleeyegge Hut’aane, which is Koyukon Athabascan. She seeks stories and phrases from both Denaakk’e 
(Koyukon Athabascan) and Denak’a (Lower Tanana Athabascan), which are languages spoken in the 
Yukon-Koyukuk School District region. Yukon-Koyukuk School District serves the villages of Allakaket, 
Hughes, Huslia, Koyukuk, Nulato, Kaltag, Ruby, Manley Hot Springs and Minto. The Board of Education 
places a priority on teaching the Native languages within the district.


